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To the People of Wake County: 


The word “Betterment” has become a_ household 
word in Wake County, and this great volunteer co- 
operative movement is now a vital part of our educa- 
tional system. It is most gratifying to one who loves 
his people, to see that their material prosperity ex- 
presses itself in forms that make for finer civilization, 
through making increased educational opportunity for 
all the people. 

The volunteer offering of our people both directly 
and through Betterment work has been even a larger 
amount than that reported and tabulated. Definite and 
full results could not be obtained prior to 1905. 

Records are on file that show the following: 


NE eh Sigh 5 6010 Ld oa Ve op Fa) wv e's $1,207.10 
MMe se te) e's olats's 4, '2us/ah sale les 1,145.86 
EE PG look 2s ate 'sni ea sino logis owed 4,403.52 
ee tered isin) ols aie Nie do ey wleenls wy Hide 4,812.26 
Re ree Sie. sins Giulia Po acs 'o Wiawialele's 6,021.18 
Contributed for building for 1906-1907 
MOoteMmeluded: AHOVE ki ie ee eee se 5,000.00 
TATE 2 ge TEA ES sO eR AI $22,589.92 


Much more work has been done than that which can 
be estimated in dollars. Community unity and co- 
operative effort are the ends sought always, and great 
results have come in many places, particularly through 
the school farm. 

The Betterment Association receives heartiest ap- 
proval and commendation from the Board of Edu- 
cation. 

All Betterment reports are filed in my office, and the 
annual reports are made from these records. 

Faithfully yours, ZEBULON V. JUDD, 
Superintendent 
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Wake County Association for the Betterment 
of Public Schools 


_ The schools of Wake need the co-operation and sup- 
port of the women of the county, as well as that so 
generously and heartily given by the men, through both 
money and service. 

The first needs of every community are a comfortable, 
well-furnished and well-equipped schoolhouse, and 
money enough to secure a first class teacher or teachers 
for at least a six months’ term. 

The next need of the community is the united effort 
of all the people to make the school mean to that dis- 
trict all that a first class school should mean. To this 
end, a local Betterment Association may be organized. 
This Association should work in closest relationship 
with the School Committee. The Committee should 
always be consulted before any improvements are 
undertaken. 

To beautify and make homelike and sanitary the 
place where the children spend at least six hours of 
every school day was the original purpose of this or- 
ganization. But the work has developed into a move- 
ment to aid in meeting the more fundamental needs of 
the schools. Longer school terms, increased salary to 
the teachers, the school farm, better attendance, pure 
water on the school grounds, the health of the children, 
the purchase of pianos, building music rooms, the in- 
troduction of domestic science into the schools, are 
popular lines of activity. The latest movement looks 
toward making the primary library effective in instruc- 
tion by securing sets of books, enough to supply each 
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class in the first three grades, with supplementary 
material. 

The County Association has purchased a stere- 
opticon for giving illustrated lectures in the schools. 

It is impossible to draw a sharp line between results 
obtained through regularly organized Betterment Asso- 
ciations, those that come from unorganized community 
co-operation, and those that are caused by the activi- 
ties of teacher and pupils. To give our people proper 
credit, all results from volunteer work are combined 
in one report which is made up from reports sent to 
the office of the County Superintendent by teachers and 
local Association officers. | 

At the time of the eighth annual meeting, August, 
1910, there were thirty-seven Associations in the 
county, with a membership of 886, practically all of 
whom are adults. Seven hundred and eighty-four days 
of school, costing $2,136.19, were last year paid for | 
out of the volunteer funds. But for this effort, at ten 
schools, where payments on new buildings had to be 
made, the term would have been less than four months. 
The total amount reported by Betterment Associations, 
by teachers where no Association was organized, in- 
cluding contributions and receipts from school farms, 
from July 1, 1909, to April 30, 1910, was $6,021.18. 

In July, 1910, the Association awarded the Attend- 
ance Cup to the Olive Chapel School, and awarded 
twenty-five dollars to the Cary High School to aid in 
the introduction of Domestic Science this year. 

From the day of its organization, the Wake County 
Association has been self-supporting. The County 
Board of Education now allows $100 a year to be used 
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for necessary expenses in conducting the work. All 
service in this cause is purely voluntary, given with 
the one idea of being of benefit to the children and the 
homes, through the schools. 


‘Tur State ASSOCIATION. 


The Woman’s Association for the Betterment of 
Public Schools in North Carolina was formed in 
March, 1902, at the State Normal and Industrial Col- 
lege. The originator and organizer of this Association 
was President Charles D. McIver. 

The plan was one of lessening circles. The State 
Association was to organize County Associations, and 
these, in turn, to organize Local Associations. 


Tur Wake County ASSOCIATION 


On August 8, 1902, only three months after the or- 
ganization of the State Association, Mrs. E. E. Moffitt 
presented the matter to the Wake County Teachers’ In- 
stitute then in session at the Centennial School in Ra- 
leigh. The deeply-felt need assured a ready response. 
The Wake County Association was at once organized, 
and the work then started has been continued uninter- 
ruptedly to the present. 


Tur Locat ASSOCIATION 


Whatever method the County Association may pur- 
sue to reach its end—letters, visits, leaflets, prizes— 
the end is the organization of an active, aggressive, 
progressive, and untiring Local Association for the bet- 
terment of zfs own school. 

Each Local Association has the privilege of altering 
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the constitution suggested in this pamphlet. Member- 
ship is open to men, women and children over 14 years 
old. The younger children may join as junior 
members. Weg Bag 8 
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CONSTITUTION 


OF THE 


Wake County Association for the Betterment 
of Public Schools 


ARTICLE I, 


Section 1. The name of this organization shall be 
The Wake County Association for the Betterment of 
Public Schools. 

Articte II, 

Section 1. The purposes of this Association shall 
be: 

1. To stimulate interest in the educational condi- 
tions, problems, and work in Wake County. 

2. To interest the people of the county in the im- 
provement of their schools. 

3. To establish a local association in every school 
district in the county. 


ArticLEe III. 


Section 1. The active membership of the County 
Association shall consist of the teachers of the county 
public schools, ex-officio; the officers of the local asso- 
ciations, or persons appointed by them; and other pub- 
lic spirited persons elected by the Executive Committee. 

Sec. 2. Any white person interested in this work 
may become an honorary member upon payment of 
$1.00 annually. 

Articte LV. 

Section 1. The officers of this Association shall be a 

president, a vice-president from each district, a secre- 
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tary, and a treasurer. All officers shall be elected at 
each annual meeting. The officers, with the County 
Superintendent, shall constitute the Executive Com- 
mittee. | 

Src. 2. The Executive Committee shall meet in Sep- 
tember, January, and May, and at other times when 
necessary, at the call of the president. Three members — 
shall constitute a quorum. The Executive Committee 
shall have power to conduct the affairs of the Associa- 
tion between the annual meetings. 


ARTICLE V. 


Section 1. For convenience the county shall be di- 
vided into seven districts, as follows: 

1. Northern District: New Light, Barton’s Creek, 
and Oak Grove Townships. 

2. Eastern District: Wake Forest, Little River, and 
Mark’s Creek Townships. 

8. Southern District: Panther Branch, Middle 
Creek, and Holly Springs Townships. 

4. Western District: Cedar Fork, White Oak, and 
Buckhorn Townships. 

5. South Central: St. Mary’s, St. Matthew’s, and 
Swift Creek Townships. 

6. North Central: Cary, House Creek, and Neuse 
River Townships. 

7. Central: Raleigh Township. 


ARTICLE VI. 


Section 1. This Association shall hold an annual 
meeting at such time and place as shall be designated 
by the president. 
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Articite VII. 

Section 1. The County Association shall send 
through its secretary or president, a full report of the 
year’s work to the County Board of Education, on or 
before the first day of July in each year. 


Articite VIII. 


Section 1. This constitution may be amended at 
any annual meeting by a vote of two-thirds of the 
members present. 
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CONSTITUT.ON 
OF THE 


Local Association for the Betterment of the 
Public School 


ARTICLE I, 
Section 1. The name of this organization shall be 
the Association for the Betterment of the .......... 


Public School. 
Articxe II. 


The purpose of this Association shall be: 

1. To arouse interest in education, especially in the 
importance of every child’s being in school every day 
of the school term. 

2. To unite all the people of this community for the 
improvement of their public school (1) by placing in 
the school facilities for health, comfort, and education, 
together with objects of beauty; (2) by lengthening ~ 
the school term through volunteer effort; (3) by mak- 
ing efforts to secure prompt and regular attendance; 
(4) by endorsing and supporting all efforts to improve 
sanitary and hygienic conditions; (5) by encouraging 
the establishment and circulation of a public library; 
(6) by making the school the center of wholesome and 
instructive interests and amusements—in a word, to 
improve the moral, intellectual and physical environ- 
ments and opportunities of our future citizens. 


ARTICLE III. 


Any one interested in the objects of this Association 
may become an active member. Children over fourteen 
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years of age may become active members. Children 
under that age may become junior members. Any one 
unable to give active service may become an honorary 
member of this Association by the payment of an an- 
nual fee of fifty cents. 


ArtIcLE IV. 

The officers of this Association shall be a President, 
Vice-President, a Secretary, a Treasurer, and a Li- 
brarian, who shall be elected at the annual meeting. 
No person is eligible to hold office in this Association 
whose residence is outside the district, except with the 
approval of the President of the County Association 
and the County Superintendent. 


ARTICLE Y. 

This Association shall meet regularly once a month, 
or oftener, at the call of the President. The annual 
meeting for the election of officers shall be held the 
first week of school and names and addresses of of- 
ficers, and the number of members of the Association 
shall be reported to the County, Secretary or County 
President immediately. 


ArtTIcLte VI. 

That this Association may be in touch with the gen- 
eral work for the Betterment of Public Schools 
throughout the county it shall enroll itself with the 

»Secretary of the County Association for the Better- 

* ment of Public Schools, and send to her or to the Pres- 

ident a report of its progress at least twice a year, in 
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addition to the regular annual report to be sent to the 
County President not later than May Ist. 


Articie VII. 


The officers of this Association, or persons appointed 
by them from the local association membership, shall 
represent the Association in the annual County Better- 
ment Meeting. 


Articte VIII. 


This Constitution may be amended at any annual 
meeting by a two-thirds vote of the members present. 


Duties oF OFFICERS. 


The duties of the President shall be: To preside 
over all meetings, to call special meetings when neces- 
sary, to keep in touch with the County President, and 
to keep the Association informed as to the general Bet- 
terment work in county and state. 

The duties of the Vice-President shall be: To pre-— 
side over meetings in the absence of the President and 
to aid her in every way in making the Association 
useful. 

The duties of the Secretary shall be: To call the 
roll at each meeting, to write the minutes of each meet- 
ing, and to keep the County Secretary or President in- 
formed as to what her Association is doing. She shall 
also write to these for information desired by her As- 
sociation; to make annual report on blank furnished 
by County Association; to send list of officers to the 
County Secretary or President, and to furnish the 
County Association with all necessary information. 
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The duties of the Treasurer shall be: To keep an 
accurate account of all the money received and paid 
out by the Association, and to give a report of the same 
when called upon. 

The Executive Committee shall consist of the officers 
of the Association, and shall have power to act on any 
question when it is not convenient to call a meeting of 
the Association. 

No person may hold office in more than one local 
association. : 

Every teacher in the county is expected to hand 
in to the County Superintendent with her final report, 
upon blanks furnished by the County Betterment Asso- 
ciation, a report of all volunteer work done for her 
school. Where there is a Local Association, an addi- 
tional réport will be sent by its Secretary to the Presi- 
dent of the County Betterment Association. These 
reports should be made out jointly by teacher and As- 
sociation and should be identical except for first page. 
All improvements should be reported. 


17 


Wake County ASSOCIATION FOR THE 


Silver Prize Cup 


The Wake County Betterment Association offers, as 
one of its most valuable prizes, a handsome silver cup. 
The work of improving schoolhouses is going on so en- 
couragingly that the question of regular attendance is 
perhaps of paramount importance now. To promote 
good attendance this prize cup was offered. mes 


ConpiTions oF AWARD. 


Two points will be considered in making the award: 


I. Highest per cent of enrollment of pupils be 
longing. 
Not to be counted: 
1. Those attending school elsewhere. 
2. Those who have attended High Schools or Col- 
leges. 7 | 
3. Incompetents—deaf, dumb, blind, or otherwise 


disabled. 


II. Highest per cent of attendance of those enrolled. 

The Committee on Award will base its decision upon 
the reports sent in to the County Superintendent’s 
office. 

The name of the school winning the cup shall be en- 
graved upon it. The cup shall be formally awarded at 
the annual County Betterment meeting. It shall be de- 
livered to a representative of the school at the opening 
of the term. During vacation, it shall be kept in the 
office of the County Superintendent of Public In- 
struction. 

The cup shall be awarded annually. When it has 
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been won three times by the same school, it shall be- 
come the permanent property of that school. 


‘The eup was awarded July, 1908, to Holly Springs High 
School (Holly Springs); 1909, to White Oak No. 9 {Olive 


Chapel) ; 1910, to White Oak No. 9 (Olive Chapel). 
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Wake County School Betterment Association — 


ANNUAL REPORT 
BY SECRETARY OF LOCAL ASSOCIATION 


May 1, 1910—Aprit 30, 1911. 
(To be sent to the County President not later than May 


1k BN i) Ba) 

Notre.—Betterment Presidents will please close their report 
with April 30th. All work done after that date should be re- 
ported next year. 

Name jof school ii. 0 oa ee 
y DYICS 4 a Veg A Le Nee Stn ee ECU AAI IIS NOT ne asians Rok d 
Names) of teachersi1 32200005 A ee aco e oe) eee en 


Names and addresses of Association’s officers: 


President con aig Nes OE Oe ne ee . 


Secretary ye a i OE ST cas et et aac ne 
Treasurer |hcccms NS aay ceca iee et sags a eee a 
pO His Fh « an snmcnucnbeeal OAEAOLA RUIN na HS batun Mibu avi Mpe cue aL Yr Rees 
Number of active members of your Association..........22.--------ss--000-+ 


Number of Junior! members een ee 


CAUTION.—Do not report any improvements made with regu- 
lar school funds. 


Notre.—lIn addition to answering questions, write on a sepa- 
rate paper a full account of your year’s Betterment work. 
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1. General Improvements 


Oe a we ow aw ee ow oe en a es ee ee ee ee Seat Benes ee ene tee ete ene eneeseensseses 


ee ee oe we ws oe esas ot ew es a ee 8 te ee ee eee eee ee eee ees anne ee ee eee sees e eases anew ese eaeaseesses 
Oe ew oe ee es ae ww oe i ee ee et ee et as oe a ee ee ee era ee meee eee n ease ee ee ee ween ee sseree 
ee oe ot ee os ee nw ot ee oe os os os no ee ee ee ee ee ee es eee wee eras ee sense een ese ween ease es ceeeee 


ee ow ww oo ww oo ot ow oe ie ee oe ee ee en OE eee Sate ee eee Beene eee ese eens ne ee anes anaes seeses 
ew on oe os oe sw ew a ew oe oa se ee ee ee eee sacs sew ete nee see e se seme cent eee es cet ee tess ees sseesensesesseesssese 
eee oa se we oe oe os ee ne os oe os as en ee ee ee ee eee et ees eens sew e ee sess es esses se eee scenenseseeesssssoes 


What improvements were made in the building, such as enlarg- 


ing schoolrooms, building additional rooms, painting, repair- 


On ow a a aw oe ow we ee oe oe ee ee eee ate mentee ee sete es ee esas scenes sete tenant tee eee eenn ease esessasessssesse 
eo ow oe ee ew re a a ee eee SE SOR EOE e OES SER ee RO Re See SEER a Rea eS Sessa Reese ean esessasssessess 


ee ee ee re eee eee ee Te 


What efforts have been made to secure regular and prompt at- 
RRR Re eae M eels ces eas-skuctonaarsarevessesneacctarroaplacveduninsnnimcoes+ton 


ee eee eee eee ee ee rr ee eee rere 
ew oe oe ee oe a a a 5 0998888888 S 8S OEE TSS TESS SB SEs SSSR BSESeEeeeseesseeeessesssee 
ee ee eee eee eee eee eee ee eee eee eee 


Ow ae te wee ee ew ee eee Ore aaa EE Oe RO OSS E SOS RSENS THEE OSE TEES SSS Eee wes se E eases sesseseses 


WAKE County ASSOCIATION FOR THE 


If your school has no library, explain Why)..........2:..-.----.-css-cescsceee 
Was the library used as an aid in teaching ?...............-s-scscceeecoeeee 
Have arrangements been made so that books may be read dur- 

ING VACACION F pace ihe cc2s Sect csncsctsguenntaaeunecuteee -onese-tnevat tut aneere oe tees aaa 
Hasyour school, a piano? tae secn say an organ 0.2 l.c eee 
When was it:boucht?...2 0 Aces Soe ec 
Wihatididit cost? ui ud ogee Peek How much has been paid 

6) ce h Mt Pema ry MERA MONTE Nie EN NMRLe tM RMR PMR LUE GARE SS) 
How much is still due?ic cc woes ae 0 ee 
State number of windows that were washed this yeav.................. 
Have desks been fastened to floor this year ?.......2....22.---eeeeeeeeceeeeeee 


eee eee eee ee ee ee eee ee ee 


Any other play grounds? (State what kind)... 7 
State number, and kind of, trees planted 2. 2222)... eee 
State number and kind of shrubs) planted 2.202002 
State number and kind of flowers planted........2-..--------ce-csessereneooee 


III. School Farm 
Did you plant any kindof crop Jast year ?...0. ee 


(a) 


eeencee 
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IV. Gifts to School 


Estimated Value 


Objects: Dollars 
Memuulizger ior school warm... 2ct nhc i la 
SE TOMECUOOW TATA cu Te uh ke 
momen tive number yo Ces 
Poevuresn( tive number) 2s we ai 
ReeIEY OLMCre Olas i tk ll 


Labor: 
Improving school grounds, removing 

stumps, rubbish, laying off walks, ete, .............. 
Setting out trees, planting shrubbery, 

6 SCR UTE Ey Ba Tea AES MIE AER ne a abe OL 
Laying off playgrounds, such as base- 

Motinrelar cennis | COuUrt,) 6CC.ce2. cee! i sleecea 
Se rem ODI LGIN OL ye es ede Healey 
PE yGMerLaDOTOLVeNR st 


ee ew a a wo ee en os ee ee ee ee ee ee ses e ce esennecseesesa ——— saceesecescscs 


V. Financial Statement 


Receipts: Dollars 


piney Onenanuuniay 1 T9108 ciety) ook. 
merewea arom eqntributions.. ic... nest. 
Men Temerromypsenool farms... lly fle 
Cleared from box parties and voting 

OAS 2a 0 a 8 VES OE aN aR 
Cleared) irom) oyster suppers...:-2.2..0. fee 
an eet 2.0 EULA TR SO ae a oan BED 
Name other methods of raising money, 

and give amount cleared :.....1......0-.te (0 eel tele 


ee ew a ee ne ee nn we na on ot ees ee se eee an cee e es sesesees esawennecsenss 


See ee eee ere 
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oo ec eeescscsce 


we cecccescscss 


Cents 
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Disbursements: Dollars Cents 
Lenethening school! term: 22th ee Ve aansees eter 
Intreasing, ‘teachers’ ‘salaries..2./2:02.22) | Shel ce eee 
Employing "extra teachers.0 0: a0/ 000 Sonera eee ae 
PSI TAMY ate tale ne ae ee Le ee sense” | dace Uic eee Si ee ean 
Supplementary library (120..00 202) a eee 
PTET BN Le Oe Pe eee ee ll) See 


Building and repairs; Se ees an 
Pain Eh Gok OE ee er 
Digeine well ee ee cl tecea | veer aeee see 
Cleaning avellini i.e We aes On Ge ceplen tec Meteo 
Cleaning, building, ij.22 20.) 200230, ai atacand 


Teachers idesks ii. 2.06 0G) A 
Teachers’ chairs 20 CUC de A see ee er 
Teaehers’ tables el Aa ae ele ceva iat een eee 
Meas (10000, Pa ih OR SR Se ea ee ON Se ees eer 
GOB ae AGC ALL Adena diay ee 
Windows shades 7c st) et ee 
Window: curtains jan A ee 
Bucket! hy 2 UN es Ce Sats 2 ee 
Dip pers 'is1 aces oe Lee Nada gn cea eer a 
Doormats esky kee ea ad Ss Tn i ad On 
named ipmetiires ya eak IO e eur nn heii a uation re oes) ea cee 
Untramed pictures aie Ae ee ele fee re ee 
Name other things purchased, 

and give number and valued 2250) ee ae eee 


Da eee ee ee ee eee ee 
Ne ee ee ee ne ee ee ee ee 
No ee ee ee es 


Ne ee ee ee en 


Total amount expended for all purposes -2.--e-.. | ceeeeeeoneeee 
Balance on hand (give date.................. | PARE ROR mL EHS FSL 
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- | The School Farm 


The School Farm has a wider scope than the teach- 
ing of agriculture in the elementary school. The fol- 
lowing reports are suggestive of the nature and purpose 


of the School Farm: 


Report of Rock Spring School Farm, District No. 3, Swift 
Creek Township, Wake County, N. C. 


October 15, 1909. 


For some time past the chief desire of those inter- 
ested in our school has been to have the terms pro- 
longed, the faculty strengthened, more advanced studies 
introduced, and, to state it briefly, have our school 
lifted out of, and above, an ordinary public school. 

Toward this end the Woman’s Betterment Associa- 
tion has striven nobly and succeeded wonderfully. 

However, guided by that spirit of philanthropy and 
patriotism which is ever present in true manhood and 
which has been the inspiration of every great and noble 
deed, the men, who are themselves strong members of 
the association, decided that they would do something 
to forward the cause and thus add to the fund already 
in the treasury. Accordingly, on Wednesday night, 
March 3, a band of twelve capable men met at the 
school building, under the auspices of the Betterment 
Association. Their eager and determined manner at 
once proclaimed that they had come for some great 
purpose and that this purpose would not be defeated. 

After some discussion as to possible ways in which 
this money could be raised, the school farm was pro- 
posed and greeted with hearty approval. 
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Two men immediately volunteered to give two acres 
each for this purpose, and one added that he would 
gin the cotton without taking the customary toll. 

It was deemed best to accept only two acres for the 
farm and another man volunteered to give the famous 
Simpkins prolific cotton seed for planting and to pur- 
chase, at fifty cents per bushel, all seed produced on 
the farm. 

Then, in rapid succession, the men volunteered to 
cultivate the farm, each one offering to give one or 
more days’ work, and expressing their willingness to re- 
spond at any time to the call of the superintendent of 
the farm. 

Later the Caraleigh Phosphate Works donated 1,000 
pounds of guano and some of the men gave a small 
amount of stable manure. About the middle of April 
the superintendent of the farm issued his first call for 
help, and in response had more volunteers than were 
needed. 

As the season advanced the interest seemed to in- 
crease, 1f possible. Every call was responded to liber- 
ally, and instead of being a burden to the community 
(as some might have supposed), the school farm be- 
came the center of attraction, the one object in which 
all felt a pride and interest, and the days set for culti- 
vation were looked forward to with all the eager antici- 
pation of a real picnic, for were they not days of de- 
lightful social intercourse and co-operation in a great 
cause ? 

To show proper respect for the time-honored adage 
that “all work and no play make Jack a dull boy,” the 
association saw fit to make merry by giving a barbecue 
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picnic, to which all the members of the association and 
all patrons of the school were invited. The men fur- 
nished the barbecue itself, and the women came with 
their great baskets filled with everything necessary for 
a royal picnic dinner. 

The crowd was all that could have been expected, 
and our noble county superintendent gave us the pleas- 
ure of his presence. 

In the afternoon the first picking was done, photo- 
graphs were made of the cotton field, with the associa- 
tion in the act of picking. The cotton has been picked 
regularly every Friday, men, women and children com- 
ing from far and near (and even some whom circum- 
stances prevent from joining our association) ; and such 
good times as they have! | 

At this writing, October 15th, two large bales have 
been ginned and we feel perfectly certain that there is 
at least another unopened bale in the field. 

Aside from the value in dollars and cents, the real 
good wrought in our community by this school farm 
can never be estimated. The benevolent influence of so 
many noble men and women working in perfect har- 
mony toward so lofty a purpose can not fail to elevate 
any community. 

Meraver M. Rot.ins, 
Teacher 
Mrs. J. E. Franks, 
President Betterment Association 


[Later reports showed the net proceeds trom the Rock Spring 
farm to have been $315.62.] 
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Report of Mt. Hope School Farm, District No. 6, St. Mary’s 
Township, Wake County, N. C., December 21, 1909 
The Mt. Hope School Farm consists of old, rolling 

upland gray soil. Last year there was no crop at all 

raised on the land. 

The 22d of April was the day set apart for planting 
the crop. The interest manifested by the people of 
the community surpassed even our fondest hopes when 
twenty-four persons with eight mules and plows met 
for the purpose of planting the cotton. 

The method of preparation was as follows: First, 
the land was bedded up with the Dixie turning plows, 
then the rows were run about three feet apart; in these 
were distributed six hundred pounds of F. S. Royster’s 
High Grade fertilizer, after which the seed were 
planted with the Cole planters. About two bushels of 
Simpkins’ Prolific cotton seed were used. Fertilizer 
was given by the Fertilizer Company and the seed by 
Mr. W. A. Simpkins. 

We met again on the 8d of May to chop and work 
out the cotton. This time thirty-five persons were pres- 
ent with eight mules and plows. We harrowed the 
cotton with the Globe cultivators, chopped it out and 
sided 1t up with the Carolina cotton plows in three- 
quarters of an hour. At the third working the second 
application of fertilizer was put in by running the 
guano distributors around the cotton, using this time 
about four hundred pounds of Royster’s High Grade. 
Thirty persons with eight mules and plows helped at 
this working. One and one-half hours were required 
for distributing the guano and plowing and dropping 
the cotton. The fourth working, July 16th, twenty- 
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eight persons with five mules and plows did the work. 
The Carolina cotton plows were used with the ten-inch 
sweeps. This time the cotton was plowed and chopped 
in one and one-half hours. The fifth working, July 
29th, only eight persons with seven mules and plows 
helped, it not being necessary to chop the cotton. The 
Carolina cotton plows were again used with the ten- 
inch sweeps. 

On September 27th the cotton was ready to be picked 
and thirty-five of us met for that purpose. Six hun- 
dred and twenty-eight (628) pounds of seed cotton 
were picked in one and one-fourth hours. The second 
picking took place on the 15th of October. The amount 
picked this time by twenty persons was four hundred 
and ninety-eight pounds (498). The last picking, No- 
vember 26th, thirty-one were present and three hundred 
and twenty-nine pounds (329) were picked. 

From the first and second pickings we got one bale 
weighing 448 pounds. This we earried to the State 
Fair where it won a premium of $10.00, less ten per 
cent, which left a net amount of $9.00. The cotton 
was then scold for 13 3-4 cents a pound, bringing $61.50. 
The last picking of 329 pounds we sold to the highest 
bidder at $5.00 per hundred amounting to $16.45. 
Next the seed, twenty-two and one-half (22 1-2) 
bushels, were sold at 50 cents, bringing $11.25. Thus 
the total amount received for the crop was $98.20. 

The school farm as a community movement is shown 
by the large numbers who helped so willingly and 
faithfully to carry on this great work. Every one real- 
ized the need of a longer school term and realized that 
the children were denied some of the advantages given 
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them before the abolishment of the dispensary. They 
saw in the school farm a grander and nobler means by 
which the same results, or even better results, might 
be obtained, and responded readily to the call for help. 
They preferred the school farm a hundred times over 
to one dollar of that other money paid by those whose 
wives and children were suffering for lack of sufficient 
food and clothing. 

The school farm not only prolongs the school term 
and awakens a greater educational interest in the com- 


munity, but it makes the children feel that by that 


means they are helping to educate themselves. No 
education is so highly appreciated as that obtained by 
self-sacrifice and self-labor. | 
JAMES HOLDER, 
Superintendent of School Farm 
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